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Fife Community Learning and Development Strategy
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Fife Community Learning and Development Partnership
Strengthening Fife's Future



We will improve the core skills, learning, personal skills and employability of young people aged 13 - 18

· Support the development of a West Fife Villages Youth Theatre Group

· Support the development of Football Frenzy Initiative and Inter Village Projects

· Develop volunteering opportunities for 5 young people

We will increase involvement of young people in the development, management and evaluation of youth work programmes

· Develop a Youth Strategy Group that covers the West Fife Villages area

· Involve 10 young people in self-evaluations of their youth work provision

Community Capacity Building

We will improve participation in community planning and local democratic processes 

· Support in taking part in/or undertaking consultation exercises to establish community need and aspiration

We will improve and enhance community organisations’ capacity to access resources and deliver services

· Support the development of the WFV 15 to develop an Action Plan

· Support 3 groups and organisations to obtain external funding required to deliver local services

We will improve community organisations’ capacity to plan, manage and evaluate their work

· Support 3 groups in committee skills and related training and development

· Support 3 groups and organisations to self-evaluate their work on a regular basis using personal evaluation tools etc

Improve networking amongst community groups and organisations

· Encourage group representation in local and Fife wide conferences etc

· Support 3 groups to develop a media and marketing action plan

Contacts and Further Information, please contact:

For further information on any aspect of this Plan or CLD programmes in the West Fife Villages, please contact:

Shirley Melville


Area CLD Team Leader

shirley.melville@fife.gov.uk 
08451 555555 ext 48 00 67




West Fife Villages Community Profile
West Fife Villages is comprised of 16 communities, namely Blairhall, Bogside, Cairneyhill, Carnock, Comrie, Crombie, Culross, Gowkhall, Kilbagie, Kincardine, Newmills, Oakley, Saline, Steelend, Torryburn and Valleyfield.  Most of the villages were once thriving mining communities and are steeped in a rich history.

Gowkhall was home to rope and sail manufacturing as well as the first paper mill opened by James alexander Weir in 1874. Kincardine, an Outstanding Conservation Area was developed on reclaimed land and became a Burgh of Barony in 1663. Kincardine recently lost its active link to Fife’s mining heritage with the closure of Longannet, Scotland’s last remaining deep mine.  The villages have produced many prominent citizens including Sir William Bruce (born in 1630), Surveyor General to King Charles II, James Dewar (born in 1842), the inventor of the vacuum flask and Sir James Wylie, physician to three Russian tsars, whose importance is reflected in a major statue in St Petersburg.

The Ward is generally affluent however there are two areas (Oakley and High Valleyfield) that fall within the top 15% of Scotland’s most deprived. These are characterised by:

· High percentage of people prescribed drugs for anxiety depression or psychosis (10.6 in Oakley compared with 9.9 in Scotland)
· High levels of smoking during pregnancy (35.7% in Oakley compared with 24.3% in Scotland)

· Oakley has a higher than national average hospital admissions for alcohol misuse(82.05 per 10000 compared with 72.27 in Scotland) and drug (13.13 per 10000 compared with 12.75 in Scotland) 

· High birth rates (90.3 per 1000 women in High Valleyfield compared with 52.7 in Scotland)

· High Valleyfield has a higher than national average hospital admissions for drugs misuse (43.92 per 10000 compared with 12.75 in Scotland)

CLD Priorities in West Fife Villages Ward

· To build on the success of the West Fife Villages Adult Learning Local Planning Group

· To develop health promotion work, focusing on smoking, alcohol and healthy eating

· To establish a Youth Strategy group in the West Fife Villages area bringing together agencies that offer provision for young people in a bid to increase participation in youth work provision

· Increase participation in Community Based Learning including Literacies work

· Involve local people in shaping their communities and establishing key priorities for Community Capacity Building


Adult Learning
We will improve the employability of residents in areas exhibiting higher than average levels of unemployment

· Undertake a community consultation targeting 65 unemployed residents to determine learning needs and interests

· Increase the number of adult learners participating in community based programmes by 45

We will improve the personal confidence, self esteem, social networking and personal health and wellbeing of community based learners

· Run 1 Seasons for Growth course to improve participant’s personal confidence, social networking and personal health and wellbeing

We will improve the retention and progression of community based adult learners

· Work with 25 individuals, offering guidance on employment, education and training and establishing personal learning plans

We will raise ambition and aspirations of people resident in areas of disadvantage

· Increase the number of participants from the top 15% SIMD areas by 10%

We will reduce the number of working age people with literacy and numeracy problems

· Deliver 1 ‘Keeping up with the Kids’ an 1 ‘Baby Memory Books’ course for parents who are interested in developing their own skills in literacy and numeracy to help their children

Youth Work
We will increase the number of young people aged 13-18 who engage regularly with youth work services across Fife

· Undertake a survey amongst 60 young people in the area to identify any gaps in current provision

· Actively promote the current good practice that is happening in the area

· Co-ordinate Detached Youth Work in the area

We will increase young people’s participation in local, regional and national democratic and community planning processes

· Support the newly established Youth Forum in the area

· Encourage young people to participate in local decision making bodies,

      ie Community Council, Management Committees, Community 

      Partnerships  
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